Etomidate as an Induction Agent in Sepsis.
Sepsis is a life-threatening response to infection often times requiring endotracheal intubation in critically ill patients. Etomidate is routinely used as an intravenous induction agent to provide sedation and amnesia before placing an endotracheal tube. Although etomidate has many favorable qualities, there is a major concern regarding the predictable adrenal insufficiency that follows its use. Controversy continues to this day as to whether etomidate should be avoided in the setting of sepsis or septic shock.